
The Michigan Aquaculture Association (MAA)

grown in a safe and environmentally sensitive manner. 
The MAA supports and promotes a well-developed and 
sustainable aquaculture industry in the State of Michigan 
through building partnerships between the industry, 
universities, public agencies, and consumers.

While Michigan’s past aquaculture production has 

Worldwide, aquaculture now provides more than 50% 

imports 84% of its seafood, contributing to national 

Michigan is well-positioned to expand aquaculture 
production. With an ample water supply and 

and Canada, aquaculture can be expanded to provide 
revenue and jobs throughout the state. With a targeted, 
systematic, and sustainable growth plan, aquaculture can 
become a major agricultural contributor to the state and 

Worldwide, 
aquaculture 
now provides 
more than 

50% of the 
fish we consume

MAA Strategic 
Aquaculture Plan FAQ’s

What is meant by the word: “seafood”?
For the purpose of this aquaculture plan, the word “seafood” simply 
includes any aquatic animal or plant that is produced in freshwater, 

2.
There are three basic types of aquaculture production systems: 

extensive (rearing seafood in large bodies of water), (2) intensive 

systems), (3) semi-intensive
Many variations exist between these basic types. Each has different 
methods for managing space, water, and energy. New production 

Michigan aquaculture.

3.

formulated, high quality, highly digestible feed. With proper facility 

4.
Fish feed formulas are species and facility dependant. Commercial 

feed mills. Current research efforts are focused on substituting other 

and fermentation wastes, all of which can be produced in Michigan.

5.
Proper facility design virtually eliminates the unintentional introduction 

indoor production systems, and rearing species such as tilapia and marine 
shrimp that cannot survive Michigan’s climate and water conditions. 

6.

transport are ever changing. Regulatory consistency is important to the 
development of aquaculture in Michigan. Aquaculture is agriculture, 
thus the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD) is the logical agency to oversee aquaculture in Michigan. 

7.

Certainly not. The MAA has historically represented mostly small 
producers but is encouraging the growth of the industry for both 
large and small operations. Many collaborative relationships can exist 
between large and small producers. The “locally-grown” phenomenon 
endorses small-scale facilities that would supply product to a smaller, 
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Michigan can grow 
aquaculture from current 
production of $5m and 100 
direct jobs to over $100m 
and 1500 jobs

The MAA believes Michigan can grow aquaculture 

trout, shrimp, and tilapia, we believe we can begin a 
stepped approach whereby investments in the next two 

ther species and further expansion would build from 
this base to provide the foundation for reaching the 

ten-year goal. Additional jobs in support of aquaculture 
could number 6000 in other sectors such as processing, 

A chieving this growth will require industry promotion 
and public education of both consumers and the 

business community, while regulators and investors need 
to support and share this vision. Sustainable aquaculture is 
in its early stages of development and with high perceived 

Production, and other programs to attract investment 

should be approved with minimal regulatory delay and 
confusion. Through the past efforts of the MAA, Michigan 
currently has an effective base for aquaculture regulation 

the cooperation between producers, investors, public 
agencies, and consumers.

Achieving this growth will 
require industry promotion 
and public education of 
both consumers and the 
business community, while 
regulators and investors 
need to support and share 
this vision.

Michigan borders 90% 
of the U.S. freshwater 
supply and 20% of the 
World’s supply.  

In 2009, Americans 
consumed a total of 
4.833 billion pounds of 
seafood; 84% of that was 
imported.


