Newsletter
Oct - Dec, 2007
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Partners in Aquaculture:
VHS, which took the national spotlight 1-year ago,
has been predictably quiet through summer. Within the
next month, if VHS is going to be a major epizootic, we
would expect increasing numbers of positive salmon
showing up at weirs in Northern Lower Michigan. If not,
and this disease follows a trend typical of previous aquatic
diseases in the Great Lakes, we will probably see
intermittent fish kills (in the wild) this spring when fish are
stressed from ice-out and spawning. Let’s all hope for the
latter.
For those of you confused about new regulations
(Michigan FO 245) from M DNR, I totally concur - with
your confusion. I am hopeful that both MDA and MDNR
will provide sufficient resources to help those affected by
the new rules and to make smooth the transition process as
rules take effect. My two major pieces of advice are to first
of all: Protect your farm with biosecurity procedures,
and secondly: save those receipts!!
The other big news item this fall concerns our State
budget (or lack there of). Unfortunately, new fish health
certification requirements, recently imposed, come at a time
when state support for the industry appears to be waning. If
you plan to sell fish for stocking public waters, most likely
the fish species you plan to sell are listed on the VHS
species list (be sure to check). You will therefore need to
have your farm tested at least 6 weeks prior to public water
stocking. It also appears you will need to pay a private vet
to come out to your farm to take samples. While MAA is
trying to get our state authorities to clarify sampling
requirements, information has been slow to come. The
latest word we have is that fish health certification
requirements may include farm lot testing on a farm to farm
basis. This would then appear to require each facility,
applying for a health certificate, to work independently with
either MDA or M DNR. Our stance within MAA is
positively, that both M DA and MDNR need to improve
communication with the industry, and to clearly identify
rules and regulations imposed to our industry. Industry
members must be very clear on specific rules required for
daily business activities such as health certification.
As we move forward into the 2008 season, no
doubt there will be additional challenges to meet, and
further questions needing resolutions. I do know one thing
with absolute clarity: MAA members are extremely

important to the heritage of Michigan. At a time when it
appears many in this state have forgotten the importance
of our fishery resources, it is quite clear that both the
aquaculture and baitfish industries stand as pillars of
Michigan’s recreational fishery. I have been privileged to
have had the opportunity to be a part of this organization,
experience your friendship, and observe the fortitude
exemplified by all of you.
I am looking forward to our meeting on
February 12 th in Clare, which is a one-day event (with
lunch on MAA). Here is our opportunity to plan out
industry strategy for the next year so be sure to attend.
Best Regards,
Chris Weeks
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Editor Note: The Michigan Legislature restored
$100,000.00 for MDA 2007-2008 budget year
specifically for Aquaculture support. We thank the
members for these monies and help of Michigan
Aquaculture Industry. Please drop a note to your
representatives at the State Capitol for their help!
ANNUAL MEETING
MAA 21 st Annual Meeting will be February 12 th at the
Doherty Hotel (www.dohertyhotel.com) Clare, Michigan.

In Passing
Nancy J. Larsen, age 50, of Rose City, passed away at her
home (Rose City Trout Farms) on Thursday, November
8, 2007. She had lived in Rose City for most of her life,
spending 11 years a resident of Howard City. She was a
member of the Michigan Fox Hunters Association, MAA
and the NRA.
Nancy is survived by her husband, Karl Larsen of Rose
City, her sister, Barbara (Brent) Barror of Lupton, her
nephew, Colton Barror and her niece, Chelsea Barror
both of Lupton. She was preceded in death by her parents,
Fred and Marilyn Bird.

ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS - 2008
The Office of President and Director are open this year.
Chris Weeks will not be seeking reelection this year.
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Please place your name for either office on the ballot by
calling either the Secretary-Treasurer (231/834-7720 Steve
Ouwinga) or Vice-President (231/796-2284 Bob Baldwin)

NATIONAL NEWS
VHSv STATUS AS WE KNOW IT
VHS Infected water bodies
NY - St. Lawrence River, Lake Ontario and several inland
lakes
MI – Lake Erie, Huron, and inland Budd Lake
WI – Lake Winnebago system, Fox River, Butt de Mortes,
Lake Michigan
Ontario – Hamilton Harbor, Themes River
Federal and State agency responses to VHS
Federal Emergency Order and Amended Oct 2006, Nov
2006, May 2007
WI 4/3/07 and 8/21/07
Ontario 4/5/07
OH 5/4/07
MI 5/8/07 and FO 245 on 6/8
Arkansas 7/12/07
NY 7/07
Other states ?
Available funding sources for VHS
NCRAC
$200,000
under evaluation for bass/yellow perch egg
disinfection and biosecurity on farms
USDA APHIS
$350,000 lab and diagnostics
$250,000 educational USDA Legislative and Public Affairs,
CSREES, NOAA,
Sea Grant, USFWS
$890,000 8 Great
compliance
Other ?

lake

States

for

surveillance

For regulatory purposes, presence of the viral pathogen
and clinical expression of disease caused by the virus are
considered synonymous.
Black crappie Pomoxis nigromaculatus
Bluegill Lepomis macrochirus
Bluntnose minnow Pimephales notatus
Brown bullhead Ictalurus nebulosus
Brown trout Salmo trutta
Burbot Lota lota
Channel catfish Ictalurus punctatus
Chinook salmon Oncorhynchus tshawytscha
Emerald shiner Notropis atherinoides
Freshwater drum Aplodinotus grunniens
Gizzard shad Dorosoma cepedianum
Lake whitefish Coregonus clupeaformis
Largemouth bass Micropterus salmoides
Muskellunge Esox masquinongy
Shorthead redhorse Moxostoma macrolepidotum
Northern Pike Esox lucius
Pumpkinseed Lepomis gibbosus
Rainbow trout Onchorhynchus mykiss
Rock bass Ambloplites rupestris
Round goby Neogobius melanostomus
Silver redhorse Moxostoma anisurum
Smallmouth bass Micropterus dolomieu
Spottail shiner Notropis hudsonius
Trout-Perch Percopsis omiscomaycus
Walleye Sander vitreus
White bass Morone chrysops
White perch Morone americana
Yellow perch Perca flavescens

and

US CAPITAL

APHIS - REVISED SPECIES LIST
Species affected by the Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia
(VHS) Federal Order The United States
November 8, 2007
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Veterinary Services
(VS) has identified the following species as having
originated in freshwater locations in the United States
and/or Canada, and as having been infected by VHS virus
under natural (i.e. non-experimental) conditions of
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exposure; and from which VHS virus has been isolated by
cell culture, with confirmation of strain identity through
molecular detection. Anadromous fish species that have
migrated into freshwater and from which VHS strain type
IV(a) is isolated are excluded from this definition.

On October 9 and 10, 2007, the USDA / APHIS called a
meeting at USDA headquarters in Maryland to discuss
contingency planning for VHS(4b) virus should it be
discovered on an aquaculture facility, public or private,
within the United States. This meeting took place nearly
a year after APHIS placed the eight Great Lakes States
under an Emergency Order restricting the interstate
shipment of 37 species of live fish. Currently, the release
of USDA’s Interim Rule that will replace the Emergency
Order is still pending.
The meeting included a number of people from state and
federal agencies throughout the US and members of
industry. It was very surprising to note that participation
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was very limited from within the eight states affected by the
current Emergency Order including only three people from
public agencies and three from industry. There were also
only a small number of representatives from the private
aquaculture industry in general, only six producers and two
representatives from the National Aquaculture Association
(NAA). All of the producers represented were either NAA
board members or individual members of NAA.
The first day of the meeting primarily involved updates on
what is known about VHS(4b) and its current distribution
as well as presentations on APHIS’ role in controlling
outbreaks of Spring Viremia of Carp (SVC) and Infectious
Salmon Anemia (ISA).
These were presented for
informational purposes and were not put forward as
potential models for action on VHS(4b).
The second day was spent taking input from participants to
suggest appropriate responses by APHIS to various
hypothetical facility infection scenarios. Scenarios were
suggested for various types of production systems, various
species, and various geographical locations.
Discussion by industry representatives centered around the
idea that the “Index Case”, or first facility to contract the
virus presented a difficult situation, as did all early
infections regardless of geographic location. Given the
current state of regulations, almost any facility that
contracts this virus would effectively face an immediate
shutdown, if not a full quarantine. It was suggested by
industry that the best option for the Index Case and other
early cases would be an APHIS quarantine followed by
rapid depopulation of the facility, clean-up, and
indemnification followed by restocking of the facility. All
agreed that while it would be difficult for a business to
survive this process, it was a better alternative than a slow
business death under a non-indemnified state or industry
“quarantine” without any type of financial assistance. It
was also agreed that the continued operation of a “positive”
facility posed a significant threat of exposure to other noninfected facilities, especially if the operator was faced with
a non-indemnified quarantine.
Protection of the industry from infection was a large part of
the discussion with a great deal of focus being given to
better bio-security, better records, and better management
practices.
Respectfully,
Dan Vogler
Harrietta Hills Trout Farm

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
- February 12, 2008 Clare, Michigan
Michigan Aquaculture Association Annual Meeting
- March 14-15, 2008 Manitowoc, Wisconsin
Wisconsin Aquaculture Association Conference
(Please visit their website for more information at
www.wisconsinaquaculture.com )

STATE NEWS
Agriculture Commission Names Donald Koivisto As
New State Agriculture Director
L A N S IN G - T h e M ich ig a n
Commission of Agriculture named
Donald W. Koivisto as the new
director of the state Department of
A griculture during a special
session held today at the Lansing
Center. A start date has not yet
been determined.
“Don is not only a strong advocate for Michigan
agriculture, but has a wealth of knowledge and experience
to further expand the state’s second largest industry,” said
James Byrum, Commission chair. “He will be able to hit
the ground running in terms of growing Michigan
agriculture, especially in the areas of renewable fuels and
food processing, which are critical to the continued
diversification of the state’s economy.”
“Michigan agriculture is a rapidly growing sector of the
state economy, and I’m looking forward to facilitating
new opportunities as the state’s agriculture director,” said
Koivisto. “As an advocate for agriculture, I plan to
protect the industry base while increasing Michigan’s
presence in other sectors, such as specialty crops and
exports into the global marketplace.”
Koivisto, 57, was born and raised in the western Upper
Peninsula, graduated from Central Michigan University in
1971, and currently has a Centennial Farm in Ellsworth
where he grows corn, soybeans and hay. He was elected
to the M ichigan House of Representatives in 1980 where
he served three terms and was chair of the House
Agriculture Committee from 1984-1986. Additionally,
he served 12 years in the state Senate after being elected
in 1990 and was on the agriculture appropriations
subcommittee. He is married with four children.
The Michigan Commission of Agriculture is a bipartisan
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body appointed by the Governor to provide oversight and
policy direction for MDA programs, appoint the director of
agriculture, and approve the rules and regulations the
department promulgates.

WESTSHORE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

The law that replaced it, PA-451 of 1986 states that any
non-conforming use that was lawful at the time of the
rules change (1970) shall forever remain lawful and can
be resumed, completed, restored or expanded without
special permission.
Since the farm has existed
continuously since the 1940s, we were covered.

January 2008 Course Offerings:
- Aquaculture Science/Lab - 4 Credit
- Water Analysis - 1 Credit (2 Day Course January 25-26,
2008)
For more information, please contact Hamdy Helal at
Westshore Community College
www.westshore.edu

2. The Jordan River Natural River Zoning rules state that
agricultural uses are conforming uses.

GREEN RIVER TROUT FARM

I then told them that since Dan Pearson was entrusted to
uphold and enforce these rules, his actions were
fraudulent in my opinion and that I was considering filing
a lawsuit against him personally. I clearly recall Kelley
asking "Why didn't our attorney (James Piggush) inform
us of all of this?" and I responded "Because he has not
reviewed the applicable laws. He isn't practicing law, he's
applying his finest stall tactics, hoping to run us out of
money and win the case by default."

- 2000 to 2007 Update
By Steve Hallberg
I know many of you have been following this story since
the beginning, but for those of you why have not, I'll
provide a quick recap.
I bought the Green River Trout Farm (GRTF) in April of
2000. Although not abandoned, it had been neglected for
quite some time. I decided to call the MDNR for any
required permits, etc. I spoke with Dan Pearson from the
Gaylord office - then functioning as the Natural River
Coordinator for the Jordan River.
Dan informed me that no permits were required, but that a
variance would, as he believed the farm had not been in use
for over 12 months. To make a long story short, we
applied, our application rejected, and so started nearly four
years of legal battling.
Sick and tired of attorney posturing, delays, and other
nonsense, I finally called Tom Rozich (MDNR Fisheries
Biologist) in the spring of 2003, and asked if he could
broker a meeting comprised of him, Steve Sutton (MDNR
Natural Rivers Administrator), Kelley Smith (MDNR
Fisheries Manager), and myself. The meeting would be
without attorneys present, and would be held at the farm.
The next day he called me back and the meeting was set.
During the meeting, I told them that I could guarantee that
I'd win my case against them in Circuit Court, and here's
how I would do it:
1. We were turned down for a variance based upon the "12
month rule" in the Natural Rivers Act of 1970. This rule
states that any non-conforming use that was previously
grandfathered, but has been unused or abandoned for a
period of 12 months or longer must re-apply for and be
granted a new variance in order to resume operations. I
then informed them that the law had been repealed in 1983.
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3. The Michigan Aquaculture Development Act states in
it's opening sentence "Aquaculture is a form of
agriculture and shall have the same rights and
responsibilities."

Prior to this meeting, there were many things I did to
cause trouble in Lansing. There was a running debate in
several northern Michigan newspapers, and ultimately,
the Associated Press picked up the story of the mean
DNR picking on innocent farmers, and it ran in numerous
papers throughout Michigan and the Midwest. I also
befriended our state politicians, including State Rep. Ken
Bradstreet and State Sen. George McMannus. Both
applied significant pressure on the DNR. I asked for and
got a huge amount of help from Bob Baldwin and Dan
Vogler, who brought me up to speed on DNR tactics,
applicable laws, and a solid battle plan. I had done my
homework - the homework I SHOULD have done prior to
contacting the DNR to begin with...
Back to the meeting: Kelley Smith asked if there was any
possibility of settling the case out of court, and I said yes.
During the years prior to this meeting, Asst. Atty. Gen.
James Piggush took a hard stand, threatening to force us
to remove our dam at our expense, and so on. Scare
tactics, basically. I knew this was what they wanted, so I
told them that they could have my permission to remove
the dam - at their expense, not mine - provided they
guarantee that the water elevation at the inlet to the farm
remained as it currently existed, and that they would
guarantee in writing that we would have 7.5 cubic feet per
second into the farm. In return, I would fill two raceways
and one pond - which I had intended to do anyway. This
would decrease production capacity at the farm by 28%,
and it would then appear to the general public that a
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"compromise" was arrived at. The agreement was very
straightforward and simple, yet it took the Piggush team
one full year to put it in writing. I suppose that is a fine
example of how productive the State of Michigan has
become, and may help explain the current financial crisis it
faces. The agreement was finalized and executed in the
spring of 2004.
T
h
e
removal/repa
ir project
began on
A ugust 1st
of this year.
Coffer dams
were built,
and the river
w
a
s
re-routed
through two 36" culverts. About 200' of the riverbed was
exposed. Our old sheet pile dam was cut down with torches
and removed. The streambed was dredged, lined with
fabric, and 380 tons of rock ranging from about 10" to 30"
in diameter was laid into the new streambed. Several pools
were built as well as rapids. The river would now drop 7'
gradually over about 200', instead of the single drop at our
dam. Finally, new trees and shrubs were planted along the
river bank, and the tubes removed to return the river to its
original streambed. Quite honestly, the results are a bit
stunning! Our flow was never interrupted for one second,
and our fish were not bothered a bit.
In my opinion, there are pros and cons to this story. The
upper Green River, once a haven to a healthy fishery of
native brook trout, will now be accessible by predator fish,
such as steelhead, salmon, brown and rainbow trout, as well
as exotic species like sea lampreys, etc. Tom Rozich has
told me that the brook trout population will not suffer, but I
strongly disagree.
In the DNRs own Jordan River
Assessment document, it is clear that brook trout only
reside in the upper extremes of the river, where they are
protected by shallow water and beaver dams. W ith the
concern over VHS, this new project provides a new avenue
by which the disease can be spread. The silt levels in the
river are unaffected.
On the up side, I no longer have to worry about the dam
breaking or requiring expensive maintenance. I believe that
the "new" river is really quite beautiful and has added value
to my property. And finally, I can now legally dredge the
river upstream of our inlet to help prevent sand and detritus
from entering the farm - a problem that has plagued this
facility since its inception. The DNR has finally recognized
that this place is the most effective sand trap on the Jordan
River and its tributaries, and have agreed to provide
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occasional dredging, as well as acquiring the permit to
allow me to do it as well.
If there's a punch line to this story, it's this: I feel, for the
first time in 7 years, that I now have a functional working
relationship with the DNR. They have been helpful,
courteous, and respectful.
Everybody is happy.
I
suppose we were sort of the "canary in the coal-mine" in
this situation, but I think a lot of ground was gained from
our battle. I learned some valuable lessons. For instance,
know the law prior to dealing with bureaucrats. Quite
often, you'll learn that they haven't a clue, and will do
whatever they think they can get away with. Know that if
you involve attorneys, both sides will likely take the low
road. The state's attorney will stall, trying to run you out
of money, and your attorney may do the same to rack up
big fees. I
feel that
K e l l e y
Smith is a
reasonable
as well as
accessible
guy, and
that he can
be
very
helpful.
I
think the
D
N
R
learned that they may be out of their jurisdiction where
fish farms are concerned. The certainly learned that some
battles are not worth fighting at the expense of their honor
and reputation.
Did Michigan taxpayers finance this project? Yes - 50%
of the funds came from the DNR. The remaining funding
came from private and corporate donations.
Feel free to drop in and see the finished project.
Funding arranged by: Conservation Resource Alliance &
MDNR
Project initiated by: Michigan Department of Natural
Resources
Project constructed by: J&N Construction, Gaylord,
Michigan
Project site: Green River Trout Farm, 1867 S. M-66,
Mancelona, MI 49659
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MEMBER TO MEMBER
Feed trained Bass in a Cage
by Cecil Baird
F eed trained
largemouth and
smallmouth
fingerlings from a
M i c h i g a n
supplier (Laggis
Fish Farms) have
done very well
for me over the
years grown out
t e m p o ra rily in
cages. In fact, I have had better growth rates and survival
with these species in cage culture than any other species.
With the largemouth, 100 Five to six inch feed trained
fingerling bass were planted in the spring into a 7 X 7 X 4
foot 1 ½ inch PVC floating frame and 3/4 inch plastic mesh
with shade over part of the cage. This produced 99 to100
percent survival rates and growth to an average of 11 inches
by fall for the largemouth. These fish also had high relative
weights. I believe even much larger fish upon termination
of the cage culture in the fall, could be achieved by growing
the fall fingerlings indoors during the winter ( I had to
overwinter smallmouth in the cages outside as they were
only available in the fall). Also grading the bass before
planting into the cages in the spring, would probably
provide more consistent growth rates as the largemouths
varied from 9 to 13 inches upon removal from the cage in
the fall. Additionally although I only planted 100
fingerlings per cage, I see no reason that couldn’t be
increased significantly although I cannot say from
experience.
My goal was to be able to purchase smaller bass and have
them large enough in the fall to be released into a pond
where they would be large enough to escape predation by
the larger bass already present in the pond. However,
considering there is a market for advanced size bass for
remedial stocking, and the live Asian market, I don’t see
why the cage culture wouldn’t work for those markets. It
would be also be an excellent way to free up ponds.
I have started supplying gamefish to a large retail fishing
and hunting chain of stores and believe cage cultured fish
may be more adaptable to their viewing tanks as both fish
are in a confined space. And of course feed trained fish
have an obvious advantage in that situation.
Another advantage I have found by growing out bass in a
cage is they are more likely to stay on the pellets vs. feed
trained bass that are simply planted into a pond.
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I apologize for not having much data, but I didn’t do this
as a study, and don’t like to handle fish much if it’s not
necessary e.g. measuring and weighing every fish. I also
don’t have exact final sizes for the smallmouth, although
they are from my recollection, comparable to the
largemouths. If anyone is interested I do have pictures
and can answer any questions.
Cecil Baird
Baird Fish Taxidermy
& Fish Farm
Ligonier, IN
(260) 894-9055
jjbaird@ligtel.com

CVM Update
November 6, 2007
FDA Approves New Antimicrobial for Salmonids for
Treatment of Furunculosis
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is
announcing the approval of Aquaflor® (florfenicol) Type
A medicated article for the control of mortality in
freshwater-reared salm onids due to furunculosis
associated with Aeromonas salmonicida. Aquaflor®
(florfenicol) is the first new antimicrobial approved for
use during furunculosis outbreaks in more than 20 years.
Furunculosis is a serious salmonid pathogen in the United
States which can appear as an acute septicemic infection
in salmonid fish species. The disease causes significant
losses of hatchery-reared salmonids, including loss at
state and federal hatcheries producing fish for native
species restoration programs.
FDA reviewed extensive data to ensure the product met
all necessary effectiveness, target animal safety, human
food safety, and environmental safety standards. FDA has
conclud ed that freshwater-reared salm onids fed
Aquaflor® (florfenicol) are safe for human consumption
when florfenicol is administered according to the label
directions.
Aquaflor® is a Veterinary Feed Directive drug, which
means that the medicated feed can only be fed on the
order of a licensed veterinarian. The extra-label or off
label use of medicated feed containing florfenicol is not
allowed.
The approval of Aquaflor® is the result of cooperation
between the pharmaceutical company, Schering-Plough
Animal Health Corp., and public sector researchers. The
following government groups generated and contributed
data for the approval: the Fish and Wildlife Service,
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Aquatic Animal Drug Approval Partnership Program,
Bozeman, Montana; U. S. Geologic Survey, Upper Midwest
Environmental Sciences Center, La Crosse, Wisconsin; and
the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks.
Aquaflor® is a product of Schering-Plough Animal Health
Corporation, Summit, New Jersey. Aquaflor®, as approved
for furunculosis, is designated under the Minor Use and
Minor Species Act of 2004, which entitles Schering-Plough
Animal Health Corporation to seven years of exclusive
marketing rights beginning on the date of approval.
Additional information on this approval may be obtained by
contacting Dr. Donald Prater, Division of Therapeutic
Drugs for Food Animals, FDA, Center for Veterinary
Medicine, Office of New Animal Drug Evaluation, 7500
Standish Place, H FV -131, Rockville, MD 20855,
301-827-7567; Donald.Prater@fda.hhs.gov.
Issued by:
FDA, Center for Veterinary Medicine,
Communications Staff, HFV-12
7519 Standish Place, Rockville, MD 20855
Telephone: (240) 276-9300 FAX: (240) 276-9115
Internet Web Site: http://www.fda.gov/cvm

NCRAC NEWS
Dear Friends and Colleagues,
I hope this letter finds you all well, happy and prospering. I
am writing today to tell you what I hope will be a
temporary goodbye. As some of you know, for the last
several months I have been ill. My condition has now,
unfortunately, gotten to the point where I can no longer
continue in the position of Regional Aquaculture Extension
Specialist for NCRAC. I am very, very sorry. I know that I
have left you all in the lurch, with so many good ideas and
projects left undone. Please believe that if there were any
way that I could stay on and keep working, I would.
I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know you and working
with as many of you as I have. I send a huge thank you to
everyone who has made me so welcome, both by
phone/e-mail and on my visits around the region. I am very
saddened that I will no longer be able to keep working with
you.
I would love to keep in contact with anyone who wants to
write. I can still be reached by e-mail at jjrode@purdue.edu
<mailto:jjrode@purdue.edu> .
My very best regards,
JJ
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J-J Newman Rode
Regional Aquaculture Extension Specialist
Purdue University
209 Forestry Building
West Lafayette, IN 47907
jjrode@purdue.edu

ROAD TO DES MOINES
By Bob Baldwin
This part of my adventure started about 20 years ago, as
the research and writing of the Michigan Aquaculture Act
was in its’ beginning phases. Years ago, I had discovered
some inconsistencies within State and Federal laws that I
knew would have to be addressed at some future time, but
first we needed to established an Aquaculture Industry
and take up aquatic health issues later. The years went by
and then VHSv showed up in the Great Lakes Basin with
USDA-APHIS Quarantine of the Great Lakes basin States
- Oct 24, 2006. “Aquatic Health Issues” now have the
front and center stage and must be addressed by Industry,
State, Federal and International Trading Partners.
The Problem
Just who is in charge of Aquatic Animal Health
Issues? On one hand, the Resource Agencies have laid
claim to this subject (US-FWS or State’s DNR’s). On the
other hand, reading Federal regulations - it was the
Agriculture Department (USDA-APHIS) that had
regulatory control over all animals. Digging deeper, it is
surprising just how many agencies that would like to lay
claim to this authority, but too many cook’s make lousy
soup!
At present, the Aquaculture Industry is struggling to find
a path of central regulatory authority, standard testing
parameters and uniform interstate health certificates. For
the eight Great Lakes States, along with Pennsylvania and
New York, each State have gone their own way with
regulation requirements - which has led to confusion
when interstate commerce (and regulatory confusion
within each State) is being conducted. For many of us
within the Industry, whether Private or Government,
enough is enough. This is what brought us to the
“Aquatic Livestock Commerce Forum” at Des Moines,
Iowa November 15-16th.
The forum was designed to explore State and Federal
regulations that are impacting the profitable and efficient
interstate movement of aquatic livestock for both private
and public uses, in hopes of finding consistent uniform
standards for the North Central Region (NCR) and
beyond. Goals and discussions about changing policy,
laws, or regulations to permit cultured aquatic species to
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be moved within a regulatory framework, similar to other
livestock. Points for improvement and revision of state
regulations and policies were discussed whereby aquatic
livestock for both private and public purposes can be
enhanced in 2008.
Invited participants were private and public aquatic
livestock producers, livestock health representatives, state
agriculture and natural resources regulators from the NCR.
The forum sponsors were the North Central Regional
Aquaculture Center (NCRAC) and Iowa State University.
Organizational team was Joe Morris, Rich Clayton, David
Starling and Bob Baldwin.
As a member of the
organizational team, I would like to thank our Sponsors of
the Forum in helping to bring this event together.

six months (possibly as soon as 2 months) to continue the
discussion of the Aquatic Health and Interstate commerce
issues.
The Aquatic Livestock Alliance website address is:
www.aquaticlivestock.org

Michigan DNR Fish Health Testing Requirements
The Department would like any comments or suggestions
for improvement by 12/20. These sampling needs will
not go into effect until 1/01/08 and facilities certified
under the 2007 requirements will not need to re-certify.
C ontact G a ry W h ela n w ith com m en ts
whelang@michigan.gov .

So What Happen?
Draft Document
As you might have guessed, this meeting of the minds was
something very different than previous meetings had been.
Here we had State Vets, Producers (both Private and
Public), Extension and Field Vets in the same room and
they were painfully aware that the US Aquaculture Industry
(especially in the Upper Midwest) is facing a critical point
in its’ future. The lack of a uniform testing policy,
interstate health certificates and primary agency
responsibilities were showing all of us what CHAOS
looked like! It didn’t take long as a group to point out the
various issues that were on their minds, and it wasn’t
surprising to any of us that we were talking about the same
issues from each State. Once we had our issues of
discussion highlighted, we took time to rank them in order
to prioritize the issues. Top three were : Need for uniform
certificate standards, uniform sampling/testing guidelines
and access to health professionals.
The Alliance
The forum attendees came to terms with the philosophy that
we must pursue and educate the various State, Federal and
Private representatives dealing with Aquaculture, that the
current direction of aquaculture was headed on was only a
course for disaster. Further, we had to work on educating
the regulatory agencies and help guide the regulatory
environment towards an uniform set of standards.
Therefore, the founding members agreed to the formation of
an Alliance. An Executive Committee of five was chosen
and also agreed to establish a website for historical,
informational and policy needs of the Alliance membership.
A mission statement was developed:
“The Aquatic
Livestock Alliance exists for the purpose of promoting the
interstate commerce of aquaculture livestock.” .
The Alliance founders hope to have another meeting open
to area Aquaculture/other interested parties within the next
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Private Stocking of Public Waters
– Fish Certification Sample Sizes
1. Sample Sizes
a. For individual lots to be stocked in Michigan public
waters.
i. If the lot has not been tested before or the facility
has received fish from other fish farms, the sample size
required is 120 fish for bacteriology and virology and 60
fish for parasites. The same fish can be used for parasite
analysis as were collected for bacteriology and virology.
ii. If the lot has been tested before, the facility has its
own broodstock and has not received fish from other fish
farms, the sample size required is 60 fish for bacteriology,
virology and parasites. The same fish can be used for all
tests.
b. For farm certification for stocking in Michigan
public waters
i. A herd plan would be developed in cooperation
with the Department of Agriculture with an emphasis on
lots of fish to be stocked in public waters. If particular
lots are to be stocked in public waters, minimum samples
for those lots are likely to be 60 fish and other lots will
vary in size depending on total numbers of each lot on the
fish farm.
2. Testing for transferred fish
a. Fish brought in from another fish farm and residing
for more than 72 hours on a fish farm will be required to
be re-certified even if previously certified.
b. Fish brought in from a fish farm who received the
fish from another fish farm and the fish were on the
importing fish farm for more than 72 hours will be
required to be re-certified even if previously certified.
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3. Pathogen Testing – As listed below, fish from each
species or group of species must be tested free of the
following pathogens.
a. Salmonids
i. Myxobolus cerebralis - Whirling disease
ii. Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia virus (VHSv)
iii. Infectious Hematapoietic Necrosis (IHNv)
iv. Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (IPNv )
b. Non-salmonids
i. All centrarchids (sunfish family – i.e. large and
smallmouth bass, bluegills, hybrid sunfish etc.) –
Largemouth bass virus (LMBv)
ii. All percids (perch family – i.e. walleyes and yellow
perch ) – Heterosporis sp.
iii. All minnows – Heterosporis sp.
iv. Channel catfish – channel catfish virus
v. Lake sturgeon – Sturgeon Iridovirus
vi. Carp and Koi - Spring Viremia of Carp and Koi
herpes virus
vii. All non-salmonids must be tested for Viral
Hemorrhagic Septicemia virus (VHSv)
Draft Document

Never Too Late!
Water Quality & Environment News
Wednesday May 23, 2007
Clean Water Restoration Act of 2007 Will Trump State
Authority
Source: National Water Resources Association
Arlington, VA - “The so-called ‘Clean Water Restoration
Act of 2007’ [H.R. 2421] is just the opposite. It attempts to
trump the authority of States and State water law primacy
by expanding control of the federal government into all
aspects of water use, reaching far beyond the protective
programs of the Clean Water Act as it currently stands,”
said Scott Campbell, Chairman of the National Water
Resources Associations (NWRA) W ater Quality Task
Force.
The Clean W ater Act has been one of the most successful
environmental laws ever adopted in our nation's history.
Millions of miles of rivers, lakes, streams, wetlands,
estuaries, ponds, and other water-courses are cleaner, more
healthy, and functioning in an ecologically natural way
thanks to the Clean Water Act. This environmental success
story has achieved more in its 35 years than any other
environmental law.
Representative Oberstar's proposal will unleash a torrent of
litigation and conflict because of the expansive overreach of
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H.R. 2421’s language. No longer will the Clean W ater
Act be limited to the historic federal concern with
navigable waters and Commerce Clause authority under
the Constitution. Instead, this proposal will expand
federal control over every possible type of water body,
puddle, moist land area, man-made waterway, storage
facility, conveyance system, holding facility, or
re-regulating reservoir. The new definition of "waters of
the United States" would include everything from
swimming pools and hot tubs to stock watering ponds on
private property. In addition, any land use activity which
has any possible impact upon any of these "waters of the
United States" will be regulated and subject to fines and
environmental activist lawsuits. None of this will help the
environment, but it will produce more environmental
lawyers who will make more money and cause more
conflict in our society.
“The sponsors of this legislation claim: ‘This bill restores
Clean Water Act authority to what existed prior to the
Supreme Court's decisions - it does not expand authority.’
This false statement is either predicated upon a
fundamental misunderstanding of the Clean W ater Act or
is an intentional fabrication of the truth in an attempt to
garner support of the uninformed, who lack a sufficient
comprehension of the wide-ranging consequences of this
unconscionable effort to expand federal control over the
lives of our citizens and the authority of the States,”
concluded Campbell.
Contact:
Scott Campbell, Esq.- Chairman
NWRA Water Quality Task Force (208) 385-5432
There is also a Senate version S. 1870 on 7/25/07
MAA Members
Recently, this subject is gaining national press about the
need to change the definitions in order to protect our
natural wetlands. But you should look it over very
carefully before accepting the surface premise of the
authors without fully understanding the underlying effects
that bill passage could actually create! B. Baldwin

Annual Meeting Information
The 21 st Annual Meeting- Agenda will be posted on the
www.michiganaquaculture.com
website. This year’s
meeting will be a one day event and will run between 10
AM to 4 PM (Registration starts at 9 AM). Location:
Clare, Michigan
The January Newsletter issue has been combined into this
issue and Registration and Membership Forms are
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included with this Newsletter issue.
All registered
Aquaculture Facilities receive this issue not withstanding
membership with MAA.
If you have suggestions or topics that you think the
association should be addressing at the annual meeting,
please contact any of the Directors.
See you in Clare on the 12 th of February!

- Aquatic Livestock Alliance
www.aquaticlivestock.org
- National Aquaculture Association
www.nationalaquaculture.org

Join the MAA e-mail discussion listing
If you’re hooked up to the internet and not a part of the
MAA discussion group your missing out on great
discussions and important legislative update information.
To register, go to the following site:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/michaqua/

Michigan Certified Vets - Listing 7/06/07
Vets Certified by the Michigan Department of Agriculture
to do aquaculture testing:
Dr. Lawrence W. Allaben
Sparta Animal Clinic
Office 616/887-8247
431 W. Division
Sparta, MI 49345-1046
Dr. Frank G. Harris
Phone 231/828-6612
2308 Johnston Ave.
Twin Lake, MI 49457-9328

Aquaculture Interest Column
In every newsletter we would like to add at least one
article written by a member of MAA. This could be
something about your farm, experiences, concerns you
may have, a study you might have done, or just about
anything you feel would be worth passing on (aquaculture
related please). If you have something you would like to
contribute, send a copy to either Bob Baldwin or Chris
Weeks.

Classified Ads

Dr. Jeff F. Powers
Phone 810/387-3363
Cell 231/881-0226
jpowers@biip.net
Two Locations:
Sanilac Vet Hospital
PO Box 295
Peck, MI 48466
Beaver Island Veterinary Services
Beaver Island, MI
As more become certified, they will be added to the list.

MAA Current Officers
President: Chris Weeks 517/353-5453
Vice President: Bob Baldwin 231/796-2284
Sec/Treas: Steve Ouwinga 231/834-7720
Director: Rick Weidenhamer 231/548-5323
Director: Open Seat

IMPORTANT WEB CONTACTS
- Michigan Aquaculture
www.michiganaquaculture.com
- Great Lakes Fish Health
www.greatlakesfishhealth.com
- Save the Bait Business
www.savethebaitbusiness.com

Cedarbrook Trout Farm Rainbow, Brook and Brown
Trout Fingerling and/orYearlings - Quantity Discounts
Available. Call Jerry at 989/724-5241
Laggis’ Fish Farm , Inc Fish For Stocking: Hybrid
bluegills 3-5" & 5-7" and Largemouth bass 6-8" Health
Certified (USDA-APHIS: Blue Book Standards) . 08988
35 th Street Gobles, MI 49055. Call Dan at 269/6282056
Aqua Springs Custom computer design & manufacture
w/3 year warranty (Basic to Gaming styles) and retail
software sourcing available. Also, Web Site development
and maintenance. Call Bob at 231/796-2284
Stoney Creek Fisheries and Equipment, Inc. Live Fish
for stocking lakes and ponds. Call 800/448-3873 for free
92 page catalog.
Wholesale and Retail Rainbow Trout, Pond Equipment
and Supplies, Licensed Aquatic Herbicide Applicator.
Harrietta Hills Trout Farm, LLC 1681 South 7 1/2 Road
Harrietta, MI 49638 (231) 389-2514
Advertising Info: Free to MAA Members up to 45
words. Non-Member Rates: $10/ad. Newsletter dates are
Jan 5, April 15, July 15 and October 15, please submit
your ad no later than 5 days prior to these publishing
dates. Contact Bob Baldwin at (231) 796-2284.

Membership Fees are due January 2008, take
time to renew or become a member today!
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